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Tee ee e er eee 
Ep R. Chap. II. Verſe 1. 


Ard you hath he quickned, who were dead in treſ- 
Paſſes and fins, 


HIS Fpiſlle was wrote by that excellent and incom- 

parable Apoltle-Paul, who was called. of God in the 
zenith of his wickedneſs, and ſanctified by . to 
Preach that Goſpel he had before perſecuted. 

In the eighth and ninth Chapters of the Ads of the 
Apoſtles, we have a particular account of the Lord's deal- 
ing with him; and alſo what he ſays of bimſfelf, relative 
to his Call to the Minifiry, Gal. Chapter the firſt. 

Perhaps no man ever experienced more of the power, 
and falutary influence of the Goſpel than he did; great 
grace reſted upon him. 

Humbled under a deep ſenſe of his former flate, he 
ſeems never to have loſt ſight of the ſuperabounding 
grace of God. in calling him to the work of the Miniſtry, 
Eph. 3. 7, 8. Whereof Twas made a Miniſter, according 
10 the ” of the grace of God given unto me, by the fjeftual 
working of his power. Unto me, who am leſs then the leaſt cf 
all ſaints, is this Grace given, that I. ſiculd preach among the 
Gentiles the unſearchable riches of Chriſt. 

See alſo, 1 Tim. 1. 12, 13, 14, 15. And I thank Jeſus 
Chrift our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that he counted me 
faithful, putting me into the miniſtry. Ii ho was before a 


blaſphemer, and a perſecutor, and 1 injur ious. But I cbtaind . | 


mercy, becauſe I did it ignorantly in unbelief. And the grace 
F our Lord was exceeding abundant, with faith, and love, 
which ts in Chriſt Jeſus. This is a faithful ſa ying, and Wor- 
thy of all acceptation, that Chriſt Jeſus came into the world t, 
fave ſinners, of whom I am chief. 

This fimulated the heavenly Apolile to e in 
the ſovereign mercy, free fayour, and unmeri ited kind- 


nels of Jchovab, towards the guilty ſons of men. 
„ In 
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In the former Chapter, all for moſt) of the fublime 


Doctrines of the Goſpel are treated of by this great 


Apoſtle, in a manner that became him; knowing that 


the ſovereign love of God diſplayed in effectual calling, 


regeneration, ſanctification, and Perſeverance, would 


Have the greateſt influence upon them, in the difcharge 
of every relative, ſocial, and religious duty, which he 
_ afterwards inculcates in this Epiſtle, 


In the words of my text, he puts them in mind of their 


former flate, and contraſts it with their preſent, You hath 
he quicined. who were dead in treſpaſſes and ſins, The phraſe 


hath he quicined is not in the original text, but is ſupplied 
from v. 5. ——[n which e nee we have 


three Things: 
1. The ſtate of the Eoheſians, prior to their reception 
of the Goſpel; dead in treſpaſſes and jins. | 
2. Their ſtate when the N wrote this Epiſtle to 
on; quic ned. | 


Ihe perſon by whom this great work was perform- 


a expraiſect by the Pronoun ae; you hath he quickned. 


1. Let us conſider the tate of the Epheſians, prior to 


their reception of the Goſpel, dead in treſpaſſes and ſins, 
There is no neceſſity for me to inform you, that they 
were not naturally, or corporally dead; being in this 


ſenſe alive, before and alter Paul wrote to them; forin 
his writing, he exhorts them to duty, as the beſt aka 
of the truth of their converſion, fegonoratio, and 
ſanctification. | 
But they were dead in a moral and ſpiritual ſenſe, 


by original pollution, and actual tranſgreſſion. This 
dire contagion had over-{pread all the powers of body 


and mind, and is that impure fountain, from which 


| floweth ſuch impure. and infe&tious ſtreams, Gal. 5. 
19, 20, 21. Now the works of the fleſh are manifeſt, which 
are theſe, Adultry, fornication, uncleanneſs, laciviouſneſ.,, 


idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, 
ftrife, ſeditions, hereſies, envyings, murders, drumten, eſs, re- 
vellings, and ſuch like, 


„Pr. GILL, Other | 
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Other ſcriptures might be produced, in proof of this 
dreadful ſtate. Our Lord faith, Mat. 15. 19. For out 
of the heart [rocoed evil T houghts, &c. 

So that it is deceitful above all things, and deſperately 
wicked: then ſurely the man that truſteth to his own | 
heart, deſerveth the appellation, fool. 

Adam being the head, and repreſentative of all man- 
kind ; when he finned againſt God, by violating that 


auful prohibition, Gen 2 17. T hou ſha't not eat of it, for 


in the day that thou eateſt thereof, thou ſhalt ſurely die. 
All mankind finned, and become dead with him; 


(Rom. 5 from the 12 to the 19 v. proves it to a de- 


monſtration) The Epheſians being a part of mankind, 
ſhared in the ſame fate, There is none that doeth good no not 
one, David breaks forth with a note of admiration. 


Pfal; 31, 3. Behold, T was ſhapen in iniguity, and in ſin did 
my mother conceive me. God hath made of one blood all 
nations of men, and the regenerate have ſo much un- 


mortified corruption in them, that they groan, being 
burdened. 

Inſpired Paul ſaith, 1 knw i in me (that is inmy fleſh), 
dwellteh no good thing. And under a deep ſenſe of this 
bis iniquity. he cries out, Rem 7. 24 O wretched man 
that I am, who ſhall deliver me From this dead body? 

'Tis the Chriſtian only that is acquainted with the 
plague of his own heart. So ke only can with propriety 
uſe the language of the Apoſtle, v. 25. [thank God 


through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. So then, with the mind I myſelf 
ſerve the law of God; but with the fleſh, the law of ſin. 


This proves to a demonſtration, that the higheſt ſorm 
of believing in this liſe, is not above the actings of ſin, 


8 though the loweſt i is not under the power it. Sin ſhall 


not have dominion over you, ſaith the Lord; for ye are 
not under the law, but under grace. The good man 
may comfort himſelf with the Apoſtie's declaration, Rom. 
8. 1. There is ther. r now no cond: mnation to them which 
are in Curiſt Jeſus, who walk not after the fleſh, but after 
2 Spirit, 


Fur- 


good word and work ; and as they have no knowledge 
of 


C3 


Further, it will appear that every unregenerate man is 
dead in fin, if we conlider the following things, or ſhew 


the compariſon between a man literally dead, and one 


dead in a moral and ſpiritual ſenſe. 
1. A man literally dead is inactive: ſo is a carnal un- 
regenerate man in ſpiritual and divine things. He is 


never found wreſtling with God by prayer, and ſupph- 


cation, which is the breath of the new born ſoul. 


So far from it, that his heart is at enmity with God. 


'Tis not ſubje& to his Law, neither indeed can be; be- 
caſe the preparation of the heart in man, is from the 
Lord. And bleſſed be his Name, he pours out the ſpirit 
of prayer upon his people, and helpeth their in firmities: 
which is a new covenant bleſſing, Zech. 12. 10. Heb. 


8. 10. This maketh them alive io God, and ſpiritual 


things; by which they are diſtinguiſhed from thoſe dead 


in fin, and who are left inexcuſable; having no deſire to 
come to Chriſt, the way, the truth, and the life, Fohn 


5. 40. 14. 6. 
2. A dead perſon is without any e : ſo are the 
unregenerate without any ſpiritual deſires. The word of 


truth ſays, they deſire not the knowledge of his ways, 
nor ſee any form or comlineſs in Chriſt. May we not 


interrogate with the Poet ;— | 
Is Jeſus dead? or has be loſt his charms > 
So few affect the pleaſure of his arms. 
No, no, he ſhines, like heaven beyond compare, 
Mortals are blind, if Jeſus be not fair, 

Where do we ſee men deſtitute of the grace of God, 
promoting the religion of Jeſus, with heart, Iip, and 
lite, ſpeaking in behalf of us iuimitable precepts, glort- 
ous doctrines, and unparalled promiſes; by which pro- 
miles we are made partakers of the divine nature. (viz. 
through grace, we imitate all the imitable perfections of 
the living God and are thereby made meet ſor glory). 

So far from it, that they will not have the man Chriſt 
Jeſus to reign over them, being diſobedient to every 


f Go 


* 
yerte 
exctp 


love 


them 
me 1 
eat © 
petiti 
rlilfer 
thy v 
and t 


taſted 


heart 
after 
of a 
punit 


Th 


neſs, 


19. 
the f. 


4. 


comp 


gene! 
agair 
of hi 
Neve 
mind 
comr 


the b 
is Lo 
ence 
of Zi 


in th 


fy 


»f God, ſo they have no fear of God before their eyes. 
3. A dead man hath no taſte. - Neither hath an uncon- 
verted perſon any ſpiritual taſte or reliſh for divine things, 


except they anſwer his temporal intereſt, whereby ſelf 
love becomes the ſpring of action. Our Lord anſwered 


them and ſaid, verily, verily, I fay unto you, ye ſeek. 


m2 not becauſe ye ſaw the miracles, but becauſe ye did 


ent of the loaves and were filled. How ſlinging the re- 
petition of the aſſeveration verily, verily. But 'tis far 
tifferent with the good man; he can ſay with the Pſalmiſt, 
thy word is ſweet to my taſte, yea ſweeter than honey, 
and the honey comb, Peter ſaith, if ſo be that ye have 


_talted that the Lord is gracious. David faith, as the 


heart panteth after the water-brooks, ſo panteth my ſoul 
after thee O! God. The love of Chriſt they find to be 
of a conſtraining nature. Reward hath an attractive, 
puniſhment an impulſive, but love a compulſive faculty. 
He ſmiles, they burn with fond defire, 
And languilh in the pleaſing ſmart; 
Jeſus has ſet their ſouls on fire, 
feſus has ſeiz'd on every heart, 
the good man admires his wiſdom, power, faithful 


. and love, juftifies all his proceedings, Mat. 11. 


19. Sits under his ſhadow with great delight, and finds 
the fruit of his love ſweet to his taſte. 
4. A carnal man hath no ſpiritual feeling. He never 


complains of the wickedneſs of his own heart, but in 


general thinks it very good. Never cries out fec lingly 
againſt pride, paſſion, unbelief, ingratitude, hardnefs 
of his affections, want of refignation to the will of God. 
Never a word of God hiding his face, barrenels of his 
mind, and finfulneſs of his whole nature. Nothing of 
communion with him; nor of being introduced into 
the banqueting - Houſe ps his banner over his people | 
is love. Good men of every denbmination, experi- 
ence theſe things at times. And reader, if thou art one 
ot Zion's children, no doubt but thy heart burneth with- 
in thee while T unfold the ſecret feelings thereof. 


8. 


(73. 


"iv" A carnal man is deaf to ſpiritual things. He will 


not hear the voice of the Goſpel charmer, charming never 


"i wiſely. If he lifts up his voice like a trumpet, and the 
_ pulpit appears a mount Sinai, that would make a Mo- 


ſes fear and quake, he neither feels nor fears. 


If the preacher alters his language, and ſpeaks of the 


beauties of Chriſt, the fulneſs, and freeneſs of ſalvation, 


through his precious blood: which one would think is 
enough to thaw a frozen generation; yet he remains un- 


moved like a ſtatue, Well may the Apoſtle ſay, Paul may 
plant, and Apollos water, but God givetk the increaſe. 
He that hath cars to hear let him hear. Bleſſed is the 


people that know the joyful ſound. And our Lord by 


way of emphaſis ſays. My ſheep hear my voice, and I know 


them. But to the wicked he hath firetched out his hand 
all the day long; called and they have refuſed. Tſatah, 


53. 1. complains ſaying, Who hath believed our report, and 
to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed. But whether they 
will hear, or whether they will forbear, the word muſt 


be ſpoken, Ezel. 2. 5. God hath ſaid. Jer. 1. 17. 


Be not diſmayed at their faces, leaſt 1 confound thee before them. 


How different the deſire of Gods people. I will hear 


what God the Lord will ſpeat; ſpeak Lord thy ſervant heareth. 


They hear God, and he hears them, Song 2 14. Let 


Wn . . 
me ſee thy countenance, let me hear thy voice; for ſweet is thy 
voice, and thy countenance ts comely. is far different with 


ſinners, dead in treſpaſſes and fins : marble rocks would 


{ooner rend, than they hear the joyful tidings of ſalvation 


and live. And if at any vyme, conſcience, which is the 
_ * foul's power of ſelf reflection and cenſure” is awaked 


by the law, to do his office, through ſin committed; ac- 
cuſing the ſinner, and threatening him with puniſhment, 


Rom. 2. 15. (This is the Candle of the Lord, by which he 


ſearcheth all the chambers of imazery,\(Prov. 20 27. Ezet. 
8. 12.) and that by athority from the King of Kings, and 
Lord of Lords, to whom of right he doth belong,” ) he 
perhaps is a little alarmed. and begins to caſt out his ſins 
by confeſſion, as ſeamen do their goods in a ſtorm, but 
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(9) 
wiſh them in again when 'tis over. Peter, ſpeaking of 
theſe perſons, faith, But it is happened unto them according to 
the true proverb, the dog is turned to his own vomit again, and 
the ſoro that was rwaſhed, to her walloroing in the mire. 

6. A carnal man is blind to ſpiritual things; he can- 
not ſee his ſtate by nature, his weakneſs, inability, or in- 
ſufficiency to perform the will of God. He hath never 
ſeen the neceſſity of a ſpiritual change, of his need of 
Chrift as a Saviour, nor that he muſt be miſerable if he 
dies in his fins. He hath no knowledge of the ſpiritual- 
lity of the holy law of God. And notwithſtanding, 


| Jehovah hath declared, that The wicked ſhall be turned into 
hell: yea, though hand join in hand, yet the wicked ſhall not go. 
_ unpuniſhed. And that the Lord Jeſus ſhall be e 


from heaven, with his mighty Angels, in flaming fire, 
taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that 
obey not the Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Let he 


| expects to cicape by one device or other: but this is im 


poſſible. God is not man that he ſhould lie, or alter the 
thing that 1s gone out of his mouth, To uſe the words 
of Shakeſpear: 
The Cloud cap'd Towers, the Getndedne Palaces, ; 
The ſolemn Temples, the great Globe itſelf, 
Yea, all which it Inheries- ſhall Diffolve, 
And, like the baſeleſs ſabrick of a Yilou, 


Leave not a Wreck behind. 


Paul ſpeaking relative to the flate of God's RET 0 ante- 
cedent to their regeneration, ſays, ye that were ſome. 
time darkneſs, are now light in the Lord. God who 
commanded the light to ſhine out of darkneſs, hath ſhin. 
ed in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of 
the glory of God. in the face of ſeſus Chriſt. 

If men were not ſpiritually blind, they would never 
luſter ſuch a torrent of iniquity to vtaceed out of their 
mouth; calling on God for Dimnation upon themſelves, 
and their fe Mow creatures. They call evil good. and 
good evil; put darkneſs for light, and light ſor darkneſs; 
bitier for ( veer, and ſweet for bitter: and thereby ruin 

1 their 
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their own conſtitutions, and endanger body and foul for 
ever, for the gratification of a ſenſual luſt. 

The great Apoſtle of the Gentiles, on taking a view 
of man in his fallen ſtate, yet in poſſeſſion of every natu. 
ral and acquired ability, that tis poſſible for him to poſſeſs 
in that ſtate, declares, 1 Cor. 2. 14. But the natural man 
recerveth not the things of the Spirit of God : for they are fool. 
ihneſs with him; neither can he know them, becauſe they are ſpi- 
Titually diſcerned. An unregenerate man having nothing 
ſpiritual in him to compare ſpiritual things with. Natu- 
ral men cannot know ſupernatural myſteries; they ſtand 


above the reach of reaſon, unaſiſted by the holy Spirit, 


Job 98. 7. With a deal of propriety it may be ſaid to 


every carnal man, what the Woman ſaid to our Lord in 
another caſe, John 4. 11. Str, thou: weft nothing to. draw 


with, and the well is deep. 

Tis my opinion, that a Philoſopher mays well exhort 
his Pupils to view thoſe ſtars which are purely teleſcopi- 
cal, without that dioptric inſtrument ; as a teacher exhort 
men, dead in treſpaſles and fins, to view the glories of 


Chriſt and his falvation. The preaching of the croſs is to 


them that periſh, fooliſhneſs; but unto us which are ſaved, it 
is the power of God. Which things we ſpeak, not in the words 
which man's uulſdam teacheth, but which the Holy Ghoſt teach- 
eth; comparing ſpiritual things with ſpiritual, 1 Gor. 1. 18. 
2. 13. Well may our bleſſed Lord ſay, Bleſſed are 
your eyes for they ſee; becauſe tis he that gives them a 
ſpicitual perception of himſelf, and of the glorious truths 


of the Goſpel; and that to ſuch a degree at times, that 
they deſire to depart, and to be with bim, to behold his 


fall glory. Knowing they ſhall never be ful ly ſatisfied 
till they ariſe in his likeneſs, and ſee him as he is, The 
Poet anticipating that delightful morn ſays ;— 
But oh! can mortal Words define, 
The glories of that Day; 
My quill ſhrinks backward from the Line, 
And thinks it's Maſter Clay. a 


Ils a man then chat i is dead in treſpaſſes and kgs, die 
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in the things of God, and religion; without a deſire ofa 
better heart, regardleſs of God's honor, deſtitute of any 


_ ſpiritual reliſh for Chriff, and his falvation; deaf to all 


the invitations, declarations, and expoſſulations found in 


the word of God? Nay, to all the menaces of heaven? 
Tis no hard taſk to know whether ſuch a perſon is dead 


or alive to God. 0 Eb on IN, 
If we have no love to Chriſt, have never met with 
ſweet refreſhment in the houſe of God, by feeding upon 


the bread of life, deſiring communion and fellowſhip with 
the Father, and with his Son Jeſus Chriſt; we may take 
it for granted, that we are dead in fin. Which conſiſts in 


a ſeparation from God: in an alienation of all the affec- 


tions from Jehovah the centre of happineſs, Col. 1. 21. 


And you. that were ſometime alienated, The word alienated, 
ſignifies to draw off the affections; to transfer property 
from one to another, to eſtrange: men have voluntarily. 
transfered themſelves over to Satan; made a league as it 


were with death and hell. Our Lord fays, no man can 


ſerve two maſters: And Paul ſaith. his ſervants ye are 


to whom ye obey; whether of ſin unto death, or of obe- 
dience unto righteouſneſs? Rom. 6. 16. And in v. 19. 
he ſpeaks of an yielding to ſin, as a mark of a corrupt 
inclination; and thereby declaring tha they will not 


have Chriſt Jeſus to reign over them, but follow the de- 


vices of their own carnal affections; being without God, 


know notbing of the life of God in the ſoul, nothing of 
the principle of life, grace, nor the rule of life, the word. 
They love death rather than life; and dying in that ſtate 


muſt periſh. 


Laſtly. A dead perſon is not only exteryally, but 
internally dead. His pulſe ceaſe beating, bi: fall, 
never to riſe again, till the laſt great day; when the 
trumpet ſhall ſound, and reverberate tbrough the vault 
of heaven and wake the ſleeping dead. : 

A man dead in treſpaſſes and fins, hath nothing ſtrict- 
ly and abſtractly good in him; his heart is a fountain of 
agiquity; his tongue an unruly evil. There are five 

virtues 
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hall it once be. 
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virtues of the topgue, montioned by Philoſophers; but 


twenty-four ſeveral fins of the tongue, recounted by 
Peraldus.” All the members of his body and ſoul are 
inſtruments of unrighteouſneſs; the whole head 1 is ſick, 
and the heart is faint. | 

This being the caſe, what a Jamenrable eſtate ack fin 
original, and actual, brought mankind into, viz. into a 
ſtate of condemnation; liable to death, natural, and eter- 


nal. How abſurd and prepoſterous is it, for a poor dead 
inner to think that he can perform ſpiritual acts, (in ſuch 


a ſtate) pleaſing to God: yet 'tis not more abſurd, and 
prepoſterous, than true. How common it is for men to 
promiſe amendment of life, at ſuch. and ſuch, a time. 

But it may be aſked in the words of the Prophet, When 
Oh! the pride, ignorance, and wick- 
edneſs of the human heart! . 

Never ſo bold, as when moſt Blind; 

& Run faſteſt when the Truth's behind.” 
| Whether the inability under which man in his fallen 
fate labours, be natural or moral, I ſhall not at this time 
determine; but obſerve, that 'tis an inability, on which 
account he is culpable, and from which only God can 


deliver. The judicious Continuators of Mr. Poo!'s An- 


notations on, Cor 2. 4. have this note, All Miniſters 
«preaching, make propoſitions of goſpel truth appear no 


more; that probable, the Spirit only demonſtrates them, 


* working in Souls ſuch a perſuaſion, and confirmation 
of the truth of them, as the ſoul can no longer deny, or 
e diſpute, or withſtand the conviction of them.” 


| A ſight of the glory of God, in the face of Chriſt Jeſus, 
by divine faith, hath three things in it, which diftinguiſh 
it from all ſpeculative views, a perſon may hase of divine 
ſubjeQs, (viz) a lurpalling clearnels—an undoubted cer- 


8 tainty 


—— 


* Mr. Walter Marſhall in his Goſpel myſtery of ſanRikication, 
page 5, is full to my purpoſe. *©* The enquiry of woſt, when 
they begin to have a fenſe of religion, is, What good thing fhall 
I do, that I may have eternal life? Mat, 19. 16, Not, How 
ſhall I be enabled to do any thing is that good,” 
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tainty—a peucliar ſweetneſs, and overflowing conſolation; 
2 Cor. 4 6. For God who commanded the light to ſhire out of 
darkneſs, hath ſhined in our hearts, tog ive tie light of the know- 


leg.e of the glory of God, in the face of Jeſus Chriſt. Heb, 


11. 1. Now faith is the ſubſtance of things hoped for, the evi- 
dence of things not ſeen. i Peter 1. 8. Whom, having not 
ſeen, ye love; in whom, though now ye ſee him not, yet believ- 
ing, ye rejoice with joy unſpeakable, and full of glory. © 
Our Lord undoubtedly ſpoke truth, when he ſaid, The 


tree muit be made good before it can bring forth good 


fruit. And without me ye can do nothing. This ought 
to humble us before the preſence of the Almighty. ſaying, 
What is man that thou art mindful of him. I abhor my- 


- ſelf, and repent in duſt and aſhes, And O that God 
would give us his grace, that we may cry fervently, for 


the ſupernatural aid of the ſpirit of holineſs, to work in 
us, both to will and to do of his own good pleaſure. 
But ſhouldeſt thou vain man, flill think to be ſaved 
any other way, than by Chriſt, the way. I muſt be faith- 
ful to inform thee. (which information is founded on di- 
vine revelation.) that if thou can'it. the plan of ſalvation 


mult be ſubyerted, the work of the holy ſpirit ſuperſeded, 
end God found a liar, I offer the following paſſages of 
lcripture for a proof of my aſſertion, Exod 34. 7. Aud 


will by no means clear the guilty. John 3. 3. Except a man 
be born again, he cannot ſeethe {in7dom of God. Rom. 8. g. 
Now if any mn have not the Spiris of Ciriſt, he is none of his, 
Hb. 10. 14. For by ene offering he hath perfected for eur 
them that are ſunctiſi d. Hb. 6 17, 18. Wherein God, will- 
in: more abundun ly ts ſhew unto the heirs of promiſe the im- 


_ mutability of his counſel, confirmed it by an oath; T lat by two 


inmutable things, in which it was impoſſible for G (o lie, we 
might have a ftrong conſolation, who have fled for refuge, to 
lay hold upon the hope ſet before us. 
But I proceed to the Second thing propoſed. 
2. Their ſtate when the Apoſtle wrote this Epillle to 
them, quickened, alive to God and divine things. 2 
Happy ſtate, glorious poſſeſſion, ſurpriſing was 
| . raiſe 
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raiſed from a death of fin, to a life of grace: called from 


a far country to be fellow citizens with the ſaints, and of 
the houſehold of God. No doubt but Paul was happy 
in pronouncing the pleaſing ſentence, you hath he-quictened; 
and how delightful to the Epheſians, to have ſuch an hon- 
orable teſtimony from the greateſt Apoſtle that ever exifted, 
May you all meet with the ſame teſtimony from the ſpirit 
of God. But alals! it is to be feared, that many know 
nothing experimentally of this work of the ſpirit; and 


probably ſome may ridicule the idea as being chimerical. 


But ſurely all Gods people in every age could not be de- 
ceived in ſuch an important affair, Prophets, Apoſtles, 


Miniſters, and Chriſt himſelf, taught the ſame. Thou- 


ſands have lived in the faith of it, and at laſt ſealed the 
truth of'it with their blood. | Tin | 
Do hath he quickened. It appears that there was ſome. 
thing remarkahle in the Epheſians, either in their looks, 
words, or actions, that gave them a preſerance above o- 
thers in the eftimation of the eagle-eye'd Apoſtle; or he 
would never have delivered this goſpel declaration. Aud 
you hath he guickened. He knew too well what his Maſter 
had ſaid, {The Tree is knwn by its fruit, ) to miſs the mark 


reſpecting their viſible ſtate. I dare ſay their words were 


ſeaſoned with grace, their looks grave. and heavenly; 


their actions regular, amiable, and ſincere, according to 


the tenor of the goſpel; while chriſtian experience flowed 
from their lips, like a ſalutary rivulet, refreſhing every 
thing in its way, _ ES. 


This meſſenger of the bleſſed Jeſus, ſaw they behaved 


in an agreeable manner in their new region, Col. 1. 13. 


Who hath delivered us from the power of darkneſs, and hath 
tranſlated us into the kingdom of his dear Son. The Greek 
word rendered by our Tranſlators, tranſlated; Charnock 
ſays, Is a word taken from the tranſplanting of Colo- 
nies: they are in a contrary ſoil and climate; they have 
other works, other laws, other priviledges, other natures.” 
Though Paul was at this time a priſoner at Rome, Eph. 


3. 1. Yet he had not loſt the impreſſion that the beha- 


viour 


\ 


( 15.) 


viour.of theſe n had upon him, when at Epheſus. 
(See As 19. And the Apoſtle John ſpeaks well of the 
Church at Epheſus, upwards of thirty years after, Rev. 2. 


16. and a chriſtian Church continued here fix nun- 


dred years; but ſince that time it ſcarce deſerved the name 
of a Church.) And being ſo much like himſelf he loved 
them. For according to the ſimilitude or likeneſs which 
one perſon beareth unto another, ſo is their love to each 
other. Divine love hath the ſame kind of virtue in it as 
+ divine faith; faith being the ſubfilting of things to come, 
and diftant in time: and love the union and knitting of 


| «things abſent, and diſtant, in place,” 1 Cor. 5, 3. FR 


11. 1, You hath he quickned. To quicken is to give life 
where there was none before. In the ſenſe of the text, 
tis as if the Apoſtle bad ſaid, you hath he made to live. 
I live faith Paul, yet not I, but Chriſt liveth in me. A 
believer liveth. but not in himſelf, ſo not to himſelf. 

When Chrift who is our life ſhall! appear, our Lord ſaith, 


John 14. 6. Jam the life. Every believer hath a life given 


him in regeneration, he never had before. In John 3. 3. 
tis called being born again. Our firſt birth is of ſinful 
parents, and in their image, Gen. 5. 3. Adam begat a 
"fon in his own likeneſs. 1 Gr. 15. 49. The ſecond 
birth is of God, and in his image, 2 Cr. 3. 18. The 
"firſt is of: carruptable, the ſecond of incorruptable ſeed, 
*by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for eyer.. 
The farſt is in ſin, the ſecond in holineſs, and righteouſ- 

"neſs, called the new man, the hidden man of the- 
heart.“ 

It appears to me that the liſe . a good n man receives 
from Chriſt, never was poſſeſſed by any mortal before. 


not by Adam,” at leaſt not in its degree; the one I col 


a moral, the other a ſpiritual life: tis alſo true, to expreſs 
mylelf in the words of the judicious Stephen Charnock, 
B. D. © In regeneration we loſe not our ſubſtantial form, 
"as Moſes' rod, which became a ſerpent, or the water 
"turned into wine, at the marriage of Canaan; our na- 


"ture is enobled, not deſtroyed ; enriched, not ruined; 
3 re- 
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the reign of it is as extenſive as corruption. 


unregenerate and a regenerate ftate. 


(36-3 


«reformed, not annihilated.” The general idea we form 


of generation. is the production of the like; nature being 
defirous of perpetuity, ſtriving to preſerve the ſpecies in 


the multiplication, and ſucceſſion of individuals. The firſt 
man is ot the earth earthy, the ſecond man 1s of the Lord 
from heaven. As is the earthy, ſuch are they alſo that 


are earthy; and as is the heavenly, ſuch are they alſo 


that are heavenly. The image of Chrift ſhines in the 


ſoul, Criſt in you the hope of glory. If I live ye {hall live 


allo, ſaid our bleſſed Lord; and without me ye can do 
nothing. is anew creature, not a mended one.” and 
Darknels 
once overſpread the whole mental hemiſphere ; but now 
light in its degree, ſhineth there from Chriſt the Sun of 
righteouſneſs: for he is a light to lighten the Gentiles, 


and the glory of his people Iſrael. Grace aſſumes the 


throne, and reigns through righteouſneſs, unto eternal 
life, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Eph. 5. g. Luke 2. 32. 
Rom. 5. 21. The ſpirit is ſaid to dwell, and Chriſt is ſaid 


to dwell in the heart by faith; not lodge as a ftranger for 


a night, bur dwelleth as the inhabitant of the place, hs 
own hand hath raiſed, Pſal. 132. 13, 14. For the Lord 


hath choſen Zion; he hath delired it for his habitation, 


This is my reſt for ever: here will I dwell; for I have de- 


lired it. 1 Gr. 3. 16. Know ye not that ye are the tem- 


ple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? 
2 Cor. 6. 16. And what agreement hath the temple of 


God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; 


as God hath ſaid, I will dwell in them, and waik in them; 


and I will be their God, and they ſhall be my people. 


Again, we muſt be either dead or alive to God and di- 
vine things this moment; there is no medium between an 


is inftantaneous, SanRifigacion progreſſive. Regeneration 
is the life of Sanctification; the work of God is before the 
moving of the creature, there is no preparation antece- 


dent to the work of God; for the preparation of the heart 
In man, and the-anſ{wer of the.tongue, is from the Lord. 


Again, 


Regeneration 


„ 


Again. aman may know whether he is thus quickened 
and made alive to God, and ſpiritual things, by the pain 
and pleaſure he feels, the hopes and fears. darkneſs and 
ligbt, he experiences, while in this yale of tears, thiough 
the remains of corraption. What will ye ſee inthe Shu- 


lamite? as it were the company of two armies. Do we 


know anything ofthis war carried on inthe foul, between 


the old and new nature? can we rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus, 


putting no confidence in the fleſh? and reject the old. 


man with his deeds. Do we preſs forward -with all the 


powers of body and mind? through evil and good re- 


port, ſtriving to enter in at the Arait gute: 'tis a demon- 


ſtration thatwe are quickened, and made to live unto God. 
let it be obſerved, wherever there is the inward power, 
there will be the outward expreſſions of it, in acts of 
obedience to him, who hath loved us, and given himſelf 
for us. Again if we breath aſter Father, Son, and Spirit, 
laying with the Church, Saw ye him whom my foul lov- 
eih; and can ſincerely ſay with David. As the heart pant- 
eth after the water-brooks, ſo panteth' my ſoul after thee; 
O God. If the dainties and delicaces of the world, the 


dignities and diadems cf the world, the grandeur and 


glory oi the world, the pienty and proſperity ok the world, 
the pomp and popularity of the world, will not ſatisfy 
our foul, exclulive of the manifeſtation of divine favour, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; "tis clcar as the Sun in its 
meridian ſplendor, that we are quickened. 

Further, if we defire, taſte, and feed upon Chriſt the 
bread of liſe, and find that within us which cannot be 
ſatisfled without a crucihed ſeſus. without the word of 


God, ordinances of Chriſt, and the company ot the pco- 
pie of the Lord; tis proof ſufficient we are alive to God. 


Again, if we are much concerned upon the confideration | 
of that carnallity and renellion which is {till found in our 
heart, that little love to God and his ways. that little faith, 

patience, humility, and refignation to his holy will, which 
we ik born of God) W fre: outnily experience, tis an evi- 


' dence of divine life. 


6 


No perſon dead in ſin can feel theſe things, neither can 


he be alarmed at the departure of that he never enjoyed, 
And if my dear hearer knows theſe experimental] truths, * 


' I muſt inform him, that fleſh and blood hath not revealed 
them unto him, but my Father which is in heaven. 


Again, if we can meditate upon the love of God, and 
the affects of that love, vi. all the bleſſings of Salvation, 
Pardon, Juſtification, Reconciliation, and eternal life; 


range the delightſul fields of the ſcriptures, and gather 
inſtruction, comfort, and conſolation, from the threat- 


nings, expoſtulations, declarations, invitations, and 


prohiſes, we are alive to God. He that ſpared not his | 


own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how ſhall he 
not with him allo freely give us all things? Who {hall 
lay any thing to the charge of theſe perſons? It is God 


that juſtifeth: ' who is he that condemneth? It is Chriſt 


that died, &c. O! matchleſs and unparalleled love. 
Let not the poor hungry, weary, and heavy laden ſin- 


ner, caſt himſelf down, nor hang his harp on the willow; 
but come to Chriſt and his fulneſs, and out cf it receive 


grace for grace, He calls thee; fly to bis almighty arms, 
trembling ſoul; thou haſt life within thee; and if weak he 


will carry thee, if bewildered he will guide thee, it a 


loiterer he will chide thee, if a backſlider he will firipe 
thee, and reſtore thee by the way of weeping erols. 

Thou ſhalt walk after the Lord, like one that has been 
an undutiful child alter his father.) cry and eall aloud to 
him; but be will roar like a Lion, and thou ſhalt tremble 
for fear of the majeſty of the Lord. 


This is intended for thy good. O thou toſſed with tem- 


peſt. and not comforted; remember tis God. the Lord, 
the Creator of the ends of the earth, that fainteth not, 


neither is weary, that hath ſaid, All things ſhall work to- 


gether for good to them that love God. If the above 
things are e experimentally known by us, we may conclude 
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# 1 truſt 1 Ls them, if taken in the aggregate, both to my 


Torrow, and to'my Jou, thanks be to ſovereign grace. 
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we are quickened: ik this is our caſe, we need not ex- 


amine the book of life, to know if our names are written 


there: to have the image of Jehovah written in our hearts 
is quite ſufficient; yea a more ſurer ground of comfort, 
becauſe *tis more ſcriptural, and leſs liable to deluſion, 
than viſions and revelations from the world of ſpirits, 
From hence we may infer, that very few. know any 
thing of the quickening influences of the divine ſpirit, 
notwithſtanding their ſuppoſed holineſs. A change in 
morals, is not regeneration; there may be morality where 
there is no ſpirituality ; but there cannot be ſpirituality 
without morality; the one is like a body without a ſou], 


the other like a well tempered body and foul together; 


lor as the body without the * is dead, To faith without 
works is dead alſo. 

The Kalendar of the Pope only leech the dead; but 
the ſacred ſcriptures the living; you hath lie quickened. He 
that is quickened ſweetly joins morality and piety toge- 
ther, while he eyes Chriſt, that is made wiſdom, righte- 
ouſneſs, ſanctification, and redemption: for this end we 
ere new created, that we ſhould yield ourſelves unto 
God, and ſee ourſelves compleat in Chriſt. In every ac- 
tion let God be uppermoſt, but in ien actions let 


God be all. 


The perſon by whom this great work was perform« 
ed, expreſſed by the Pronoun h, Joe hath he guiciened, ap- 
pears to me, to be no leſs a perſon than the eternal Spirit, 
who exilts of himſelf. is fro everlaſting, and whole ex- 
iſtence can never ceaſe. The word, or name Spirit, is 


given to the Deity, John 4. 24. Cad is a Spirit; but I 


mean the third perſon i in the Deity, called Ie Spirit, John 
6, 63. alſo, Gen 1. 'tis ſaid, And the Spirit of Gid moved 


ufſen the face of the waters, here are three things worthy 
of our attention in this firſt Chap. of Geneſis. 


. Creation is attributed to the Deity by a name of the 


local number. elohim, yet joined to a verb ſingular bara, 
is the root of itſelf, he created, third perſon ſingular. 
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our, And God ſaid, 


thinks. wills, and ads of itfelt.” 


Heb g. 14. called the eternal ſpirit. 
f God hath made me, faith Elihu. 


660) 2 TOM. 


. The Spirit is ſpoken of diſlipctiy. or by himafek: 
And tlie Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters, le. 


rachepher, moved, hovered, fluttered, cauſed a tremnlong,” 


motion; cheriſhed and prepared as it, were, the liſeleſs 


mals of earth for all its ſubſequent productions. V. 2. OR 
3. A conlultation is held reſpeting the creation of 0 


Man, (that er PULLS of divine wiſdom,) by the divine 


perſons, made known by two plural pronouns, us, and 
Let ns make man in our im- 
age. * Now whether theſe paſſages of ſacred ſcripture, 


do not prove the doftrine of a Trinity of perſons, in 
unity of the divine eſſence, I ſhall leave to the cancid 
hearer; only obſerve, that the beſt Fxpohtors I have 
ſeen, are of this Judgment, xis. Diodati Trapp Allembly, 


2 Henry, Gill, &c. 


* That the holy Sprit is a diſtinct perſon. will appear by 
conſidering that a perſon is an „intelligent agent, that 
Leigh. 

1. Diſtinct perſonal characters and actions are aſcribed 
to him, as to live in, and of himſelf, from everlalhrg, 


"There are the pronouns I. thon, he, me; 
me, for tle work I have called them, All theſe worketh that 


and the ſelf ſame l[pirit. dividing to every man ſevcrai:y 


as He will, Heis Faid to reprove the world ol fin, which 
carries in it the proper notion of a Perſon. He teachetb, 
and inftruQeth the people of God in everything neceltary 
to Salvation. Chriſt ſaith, he ſhallteſtify of me; he is call. 
ed the comforter; is ſaid g help the infirmities of his peo- 
ple, and make interceſſion for them, applies the promiſes 

* The word is nen; 
KI. 1 perion pl. from the root gnaſuk, he did make, betzal- 
3.Cnu, in our image be in tzelem, an image nu, at the end, our, 
&c. v. 26. Robertlun's Hebrew Lex, aud Beiley's Hebrew 
Grammar. | 


Job 33. 4+ The ſpirit 
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of che goſpel to the hearts of convinced Ganers. takes of 


be things of Chriſt, viz. of the blood, righteouſneſs, 


and grace of Chriſt; and ſheweth to thoſe fenbbia of their 
tranſgreſſions, acquits them a: the bar of their conſcien- 
ces, and deliyereth them from the power and guilt of ſin, 
yea from a ſpirit of bondage, to fear; aud undet the in- 
livences of the ſame ſpirit, they can ſay, abba, Father, 
my Lord, ana my God. Hi is faid to be vexed and 
grieved. Auanias and e are ſaid to lie to the: 


_ holy Ghoſt, 


Baptiſm i is performed i in the name of the Spirit; and 
the article the being ihrice repeat ed, deootes diſtinct per- 
lonality, in each Perſon, And in my opinion, as long as 
this ordinance is adminiſtered, ſo long will the doctrine 


ol the diſtinct perſonality be eltabliſbed. But every man 


hath an undoubted rigiit to think for himſelf. _ He ap- 


peared at ths baptiſm of our Lord in the form of a 
dove; at! . on the day of e like cloven nonguer 
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Bir further it pp Ars, be his; is not only a dne 
bat divine perſon, wiz. God. 


1. Every property of the divine nature is found i in 


lum, or attributed ro him, yea, thoſe properties that. 


perfectly. and eternally diſtinguiſh him from all creatures, 
lach as. Tofinite, Eternal ſelf. exifient, Independent, Im- 

mutable, Almighty, Omnicient, Omnipreſent, Immor- 
tal; which ſtand oppoled to every Creature, whether hu- 
man or Angelic. 

The e perſections attributed to him. ſuch as Wil- 
dom, Holineſs, Juſtice, Merciſal, Faithfulneſs, Good- 
nels, Truth, ſhine with ſome faint rays in rational crea- 
tures, eſpecially if the image of God is inſtamped upon 
them, by the Spirit in regeneration; which image con- 
lileth in ris ghteouſneſs, knowledge, and holineſs; for we 
are hinged | into the ſame image, from glory, to glory, 
by the Spirit ol the Lord. And this is the beſt evidence 
of regeneration, to be enabled to imitate all the imita- 


ble perleckion of the Lord our God, from a clear and 


ſatis- 


N 


622) 
latis factory view of their intrinſic excellency, while we 
look to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as the alone ground of 
our acceptance before the awful throne of Jehovah. 
Further, the names and titles of Deity. which are given 
to him, in the word, prove him to be a divine Perſon viz. 
Fehovah, Num. 14. 20. Heb. 5. 5, 8. Lord, Iſa, 6. 
8, 9. 1 Gr, 19. 3. 1 The]. 3. 1. God, Ar ; 4. 
2 Tin. 3. 16. See alſo, 1 Cor. 3 16. 1. 16, 


with, As 4. 24. Num 12. 6 with, 2 Pc. 1. 21. 
| He is called the ſpirit of glory. 1 PerF-- 4+ 18; 


Alſo, the creation and preſervation of all things ere- 


ated, are attributed to the divine Spirit, Job. 26. 13. 
By his Spirit he garniſhed the heavens; thou ſendeih forth 
thy ſpirit, and reneweſt the face of the earth. By the 


word of the Lord were the heavens made, and all the 
hoſt of them by the breath of his mouth. Holy men 
ſpake as they were moved by the holy Ghoſt. All ferip- 
ture is given by inſpiration of God. 

Divine honor and worſhip are given to him, Rev. 2. 29. 


But divine worſhip belongs to none but God; tis bis 


abſolute prerogative. Tis blaſphemy, and conſequently 
dangerous for any creature to accept of it: men and 
Angels have refuſed it, as dreading the awful conſequen- 
ces, As 14. 11. 12, 13. 14. 15. Rev. 19. 10. Herod 
was ſmitten by an Angel of the Lord, for not giving God 
the glory; when the people were fo ſtupid as to ſay, 


it is the voice of a God, and not of a man, when 


he delivered his Oration, Ad, 12. Doxologies, 


bor aſcriptions of glory) are given to the holy Spirit.“ 


The Pronoun us in my text, 'tis evident, refers to this 


divine perlon, as the author of this great work, of quick- 


ening dead ſinners; yea of the whole work of grace upon 


the hearts of the children of God, in effectual calling, 


converſion, and ſanctification: tis not by the power or 
might of man, but by the eternal 8 pirit. Handl, 


* The learned Leigh favs: that In the fiſt Conſtantinopo- 
litane council, aſſembled againſt Macedonius, who denied the 
divinity of the holy Ghoſt, there were 150 Biſhops.“ 
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SanQAihcztion is not a web woven out of our own bowels, 
the whole frame dep:nds upon God, as the ſtream de- 
pends upon the fountain, the beam upon the ſun, or 
fruit upon the root; and every good man regards the 
ſanctification of (as much as the ſalvation of) Chriſt, 

The ſame divine power is exerted in this work that 
was put for in the refurection of our Lord jeſus Chriſt 
from the dead, Rem 1. 4 And declared to be the Son of 
God with per; according to the 77 of holine/s, by the 
reſureFion from the dead. 1 Tim. 3. 16. 1 Pet. 3. 18. 
'Tis by the ſpirit that dwells in the faints, that God will 
quicken their mortal bodies, and raiſe them from the 
dead, 

The very nature of regeneration proves God to be the 
4 of it; as man hath no hand in his firſt birth, nei- 


ther hath ks in his ſecond. lis not of blood, nor of 


the will of man, but of God; we. cannot give that we 


have not: our whole nature is contaminated, and con- 


ſequently nothing pure can flow from ſuch a corrupt 
fountain. This made our Lord ſay, Except a man be 
born of water, and of the ſpirit, he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God. 

God neither was, nor 1s, moved to affect this change, 
through any works found in men; becauſe antecedent to 
it. therg could be no good works in man: witneſs, 
Zaccheus, Paul, Mary Magdalene, the Thief, and a thou- 
ſand more. Tis owing alone to the free grace of God, 
tor its beginning. growth, and perfection. I am found 


of them that ſought me not. He that hath begun a goo 


work in you, will perſorm it until the day of Jeſus 
Chriſt,” | 

1 

. It appears from what has been fat That man by 
na ure, and practice, is in A ſtate of condemnation, an 
enemy 10 God, and liable to all the curſes of a broken 
law: and if grace prevent not, muſt be miſerable for ever. 
The wages of fin is death. 


2. dinner don't think (as is too o:ten the 8 to 
hide 


it 
1.14 
[| 
1 


DN ——— = 


= — 


= 


— — 


up, he warns before he voungs. 
firange work. he deſireth not the death of a ſinner. 


wrath be will incloſe a on every ſide. 


and a 
tion; and as the Judge of quick and dead. will 28 f 


( 


bide thyſelf in a ſtate of incognito, or that God will not 
avenge himſelf of ſuch an adverſary. The eyes of the 
Lord are in every place, beholding the evil and the good. 
Hell is naked before him. There is no datfknels, nor 
ſhadow of death, where the workers of iniquity may hide 
themſelves, Prov. 15. 3. Job. 26. 6. and 34. 22. 
God in puniſhing is flow, but ſure: his hand is lifted 
Judgment being his 
Yet ſet 
not thy heart to do evil. nor provoke the Lord God, 
leaſt thou kindle a fire in his anger. that will burn ro the 
joweſt Hell, He hath bound himſelf by oath, aud pro- 


miſe, that the wicked ſhall be turned into Hell; that 


he will rain upon them ſnares, fire, brands, and an 
horrible rempeſt, &c. that they ſhall never enter into his 
reſt. Ah! ſinner, if thou deſpiſe the riches of his grace, 
and ſorbearance, and die an enemy to Jeſus Chriſt, fear- 
fulneſs ſhall ſurpriſe thee, and with the meſſengers of his 
Horror and 
amazement will fill thy ſpirit, being called to appear at 
the bar of a jealous God; while righteouſneſs and judg- 
ment are the habitation of his throne. 

It will be in vain to ſupplicate the rock} and moun- 
ls: to fall on thee, to hide thee from the preſence of 
bim that kiteth upon the Zlirone; whoſe eyes are as a 
flame of fir : in whom are hid all the treaſures of wiſdom, 
He will look upon thee with indigna— 


nounce the unalterable ſentence, Go ye curſed into ever 
laſting fire, Where thou muſt remain as long as the 
righteouſneſs and juſtice of God ſhall endure. 

Examine thyſelf, whether this great work has been 
WE: upon thy ſoul. 
text. And let it never be forgotten, that nothing but 
tis own work will ſtand that day of trial, 1 Cor. 3. 
13. 14 15, Every mans tos . Hall be made matifeſt. For 
the day ſhall declare it, becauſe it ſpall b. revealed by fire; 
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any mans work abide which he hath Uuilt thereupon, he hall 
receive a reward, If any mans work ſhall be burned, he ſhall 
ſuffer loſs; but he bimſelf ſhall te ſaved; yet jo, as ty fire. 
Joel 2. 11. And the Lord ſhall utter his voice before his army : 
for his camp us very great: for he 1s flrong that executeth his 
word: for. the day of the Lord is great, and very terrible; 
and who can abide it? 

Aſk thyſelf theſe ſerious queſtions; am I a changed 
perſon—are old things done away, and all things become 
new—am I in Chriſt, and is Chrift in me the hope of 


glory? dol feel a divine life in my ſoul, which moveth 


me to all acts of holy obedience? do I find this divine 
life hunger and thirſt after Chriſt, and his righteouſneſs, 


the ſpiritual food found in the Goſpel? a manifeſtation 


of divine love; and find him my green fir tree, in whom 
Is he more precious io me than 
rubies? are his commands delightful? and do I find in 
keeping of them a great reward? do I walk ſoberly, 
with reſpect to myſelf, righteouſly towards my neighbour, 
and godly towards my Maker? Titus 2. 12, If thou 
'us evident thou art quickened. 
The Lord keep thee humble and watchful and help thee 
to call upon him; not only with a loud voice, but an 
elevated ſoul; not only with a bended knee, but a bro- _ 
ken heart; not only with a mere ſupplicating tone, but 
a groaning ſpirit; not only with a ready ear, but a re- 
ceiving heart. And remember, that outward ſervices 
offered at Gerizim, or Jeruſalem, will profit thee but 
liule. God is a ſpirit, and they that worſhip. him muſt - 
worſhip him in ſpirit and in truth,» 
4. Let us be careful to render all the glory which is 
due to the author of our ſpiritual liſe, light, and com- 
fort: and while we adore the Father that hath loved us, 
and the Son that hath redeemed us, let us adore the Sparit 
that hath ſanctified us; and truſt him with the whole 
work of grace upon the ſoul: being confident of this 
very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in us, 
will perform it until the day of Jeſus Chailt, 
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IF: Let us be humbled before Almighty God, on ac- 
count of our own imperſection. Let him that ſtandeth 
take heed leaſt he fall. This being well confidered, will 


have a tendency to keep us low at the foot-ſtool of his _ 
mercy. The tall of others will exite in us - pity towards 


them, caution to ourſelves, and thankfulneſs to God; 


by whom alone we ſtand. $7 
Sin ſhould make a man humble, becauſe it is his own : 
and grace ſhould make him humble becauſe it is not his 


own. For high as bolineſs may riſe, its foundation is 


ſelf abaſement. BP | 5 
Humility, tis true, is a plain, yet a comely garment; 
"tis excellent for a man to be out of love with himſelf, 


and ſee that Chriſt is all, and in all; for then and then 


only, are we ſomething in Gods account, when we are 


nothing in our own. Not he which commendeth him- 
| ſelf is approved, but whom the Lord commendeth. 


Self, ſeemeth to be the chief end of every unregenerate 
man: but a regenerate perſon liveth not unto himſelf, 
but unto God. *Tis this, and this only, that makes a 
man excellent. To be created a new in Chriſt Jeſus, is 
the firſt effect of predeſtination; and the knowledge of 
our relationſhip to Chriſt as brethren, is founded in this 
divine change, Heb. 2. 11. For both he that ſandifieth, 


an they who are ſanctiſied. are all of one. For which cauſe he 


is not aſham:d to call them brethren n. 
'Tis this that enableth the ſubjects of it. to produce 


real ſpiritual life, John 5. 26. For as the Father hath life 


in himſelf, ſo hath he given to the Son to have life in himſelf. 
Which none that are not the ſubjects of it can produce, 
Jon 3. 6. That which is born of the fleſh, is fleſh; and that 


which is born of ihe Spirit, is ſpirit» A man deſtitute of 


this divine principle, by all the efforts of nature, cannot 
extricate himſelf from the power of ſin, and corrupt na- 
ture. But all things are poſſible to bim that believeth; 
and the Lord hath promiſed that fin ſhall not have do- 
minion over him; he being not under the law, but under 
grace. If I live, ſaith Chriſt to his people, ye ſhall 5 
: | 1 | allo. 


8 . 


alſo. Iam the reſurrection and the life. Chrift bimſelf 
muſt die before the good man can, either ſpiritualy, or 
eternaly, Heb. 2. 24. 25. Rev. 1. 18, | 
Divine faith makes uſe of theſe things, for the comfort, 
conſolation, and affurance (at times,) of eternal ſalva- 
tion. I know the golden chain of aſſurance is wore but 
by few; tis a ring put upon the hand of the diligent, 
to diſtinguiſh him from the Sluggard, Prov. 10. 4. He 
b-cometh poor that d-aleth with a flack hand: but the hand of 
the diligent mabeth rich. 2 Peter 1. 10. Wherefore the ra- 
ther, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election 
ſure» for if ye do theſe things. ye ſhall never fall. 
Ze therefore diligent, and hope unto the end; and 
know, that he which put it on, can take it off when he 
pleaſeth; and that he will when we cilpleaſe *. is 
evident to all experimental Chriftians. - 
Laſtly, Let every perſon be careful of ſpeaking any 
thing by way of ridicule againſt the holy Spirit; for thus 
it is written, Mark 3. 28. 29. Verily I fay unto you, All 
ſins ſhall be forgiven unto the ſons of men, and blaſphemies where 
with ſoever they ſhall blaſpheme; But he that ſhall blaſpheme 
againſt y Holy Ghoſt, hath never forgrocneſs, but is in dan- 
ger of eternal damnation. 


The grace of our Lord Jeſus Chrif, be with you all. 


Amen. 


THE END, 
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